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ATOMlC ENERGY AND RADIOACIIVE SUBSTANCES 
The Radioactive Substances (Prepared Uranium and Thorium 
Compounds) Exemption (Scotland) Order 1962 
Made, 
Laid before Parliament 
Comillg i",o Operation 
181i1 December 1962 
31s1 December 1962 
1st December 1963 
In exercise of the powers conferred on me by seclions 2 (6) and (7). 6 (5). 
7 (4) and 20 (a) of the Radioactive Substances Act 1960(3). and of all 
other powers enabling me in that behalf. I hereby make the [ollowing 
order:-
Citation and commencement 
1. This order may be cited as the Radioactive Substances (Prepared 
Uranium and Thorium mpounds) Exemplion (Scotland) Order 1962. and 
shall come into operation on 1st December 1963. 
Interpretation 
2.-(1) In this order-
,. the Act" means tbe Radioactive Substances Act 1960 ; 
.. decay products" means, in relation to any radio nuclide, the radio· 
nuclides succeeding it in the radioactive series in which it and they 
occur; 
.. prepared thorium" means a mixture of thorium prepared by a 
chemical process or processes the effect or one of the effects of which was 
the production of thorium separated from all or most of each of the 
decay products of thorium (other than isotopes of thorium), and decay 
produots of thorium. being a mixture in which-
(a) the number of microcuries of thorium giving rise to the emission 
of alpha particles does not exceed 1·7 per gramme of thorium : 
and 
(b) the number of microcuries 'Of any of the decay products of 
thorium 232 does not exceed the number of microcurie.s of thorium 
232 and the number of microcuries of any of the decay produots 
'Of thorium 230 does not exceed the number of microcuries of 
thorium 230; and 
(c) the decay products of isotopes of thorium consist of the reo13inder 
(if any) of the decay products present with those isotopes a1 the 
time the thorium was prepared and the decay products formed since 
that time through radioactive decay occurning in the mixture: 
.. prepared uranium" means a mixture of uranium prepared by a 
chemical process or processes the effect or one of the effects of 'Which was 
the production of uranium separated from all or most of each of the 
decay products (other than uranium 234) of uranium. and decay products 
of uranium. being a mixture in which--
(a) the uranium comprises the isotopes 238. 235 and 234 and contains 
by weight not more than 0'72 per cent. of the isotope 235; and 
(b) the number of microcuries of any of the decay products of uranium 
238 does not exceed the number of microouries of uranium 238. 
and tbe number o[ microcuries of any of the decay products of 
uranium 235 does not exceed the number of microcuries of 
uranium 235; and 
(a) 8 &. 9 Eliz. 2. c. 34. 
(c) the decay products (o"'er than uranIum 234) of IsOtOpes of 
uranium COllSlSl of the remamder (if any) of the decay products 
present With those iSOlOpc!S at we Lime the uranium was prepared 
and the decay products formed SIDce that lime through TJ.d..iO;l livc 
decay occurring in the mixture • 
.. the Schedule 3 elemenlS" means the elements specified in column 1 
of Schedule 3 to the Act; 
.. weight" means weight ascertained by weighing or. where It is not 
reasonably practicable to ascertain weight by weighing. we..ighl as caJcuJaled 
by any generally accepted method; 
and any reference to an exempted compound or sub�tJ.nce is J reference 
10 a compound or substance falling within ArLicle 4 of this order. being a 
compound or substance so kept or used as to be within the exemption 
from registration granted by Article 3. 
(2) For the purposes of paragraph (a) of Article 6 of this order and para­
graphs (I) and (6) of Article 7. all premises in the same occupatIon and lying 
within the same curtilage shall together be treated as the premises m respect 
of which the conditions in those paragraphs apply 
(3) The Interpretation Act I 89(a) applies to the Interpreli.llion 01 thl' 
order as it applies to the interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 
Exemption from re.�istration under section J oj the Act 
3. Any person who, on any premises which :He u)ed for the purposes of 
any undertaking carried on by him. keeps or uses or causes or permits to be 
kept or used an)' radioactive material 10 which thiS An,c1e applies 
is hereby granted exemption from registration under seCtion 1 of the Act 
(which provides for the registration of persons who keep or use radiooctive 
material) jn respect of those premises and the keeping and use thereon of 
that radioactive material, subject to the limitation., 'ipecified In Aniclc :c; 
of this order and to the conditions speCified in Article 6, 
Descriptions 0/ radioact;\'e material 10 which e.1.emplioll relutc.l 
4. The last preceding Article applies to radioactive material failing Volthln 
�'"Y of the follvwing descriptions. tbat is to say-
(a) 3. solid or liquid chemical compound of prerared uramum hOlOg B 
compound which IS radioactive materia1 solely bec.au/;,e of the prc\l!m.:e 
of one or more of the Schedule � elements m the prepared uranium: 
(b) a solid or liquid chemical compound of prepared thOrium beJO� a 
compound which is radioactive material o;;olcly Occau"ie of the rrc:\ once 
of one or more of the Schedule � elemenb 10 the prepared uranium 
(c) a ubstance which i radioactive material leJy becau� Jt contaiM a 
compound or compounds falling within eilher of the preceding p;ua· 
graphs or because it has been produced directly or indirectly 
(il (rom such a compound or comrounds (otherv..l\e than by a rrcx:e ...... 
of isotopic sepaIation) for use for the purpo\C mentioned ID Article 
5 (a) fj) of this order: or 
(ii) by the use of such a compound or compound� for that pUqlOJre 
LimitQlions of tx�mption 
S. The limitations to ",hich Artlde 3 o( thIS order refer.\ arc 
(a) that the exemption is granted In re�pect of the kocrin@ and U\C of a 
compound falling within paragraph (0) or paragraph (h) "f the la .. 
preceding Article for one or both of Ihe followmg purp05es only, that 
is to say-
0) demonstrating. or testing. measuring or otherwlse 1OYe.'lltI23tlOg 
(otherwJse than by a process of isotOPIC separat n) the cbiJf3 • 
(., S2 4. 53 V"n c, 63. 
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teristics of, any compound or substance [ailing within that Article 
or some olher material which is not radioaatlve material; Of 
(ii) sale; aDd 
(b) that the exemption is granted in respect of the keeping and use of a 
substance falling within paragraph (c) of the last preceding Article for 
the purpose mentioned in sub-paragraph (i) of the preceding paragraph 
and for no other purpose. 
Conditiolls of exemption 
6. The conditions to which Article 3 of this order refers are 
(a) that the weight of all the uranium and thorium contained in all the 
compounds and substances falling within Article 4 of this order present 
on tbe premises at any onc time does not, in the aggregate. exceed 
two kilogrammes; and 
(b) that. if the compound or substance IS kept for sale. it is kepI in the 
immediate container in which it was supplied. 
Exclusioll of radioactive waste from sections 6 alld 7 of the Act 
7.-(1) Radioactive waste falling within any of the following descriptions. 
that is to say-
(a) waste, which if it were not waste. would be a solid exempted compound 
or substance; 
(b) a solid substance. or an arlicJe. whioh is radioactive waste solely 
because it has been contaminated in the course of the keeping or use 
of an exempted compound or substance. or by contact with or proximi!) 
to other waste falling wjthin the preceding sub·paragraph or Ihis sub· 
paragraph; 
(c) waste which, if it were not waste. would be a liquid exempted 
compound or substance; 
(d) a liquid substance which is .radioactive waste solely because it has 
been contaminated in the course of the keeping or use of an exempted 
compound or substance. or by contact with or proximity to othu 
waste falling within the preceding sub· paragraph or this sub·paragraph, 
is hereby excluded from the provisions of section 6 (I) of the Act (which 
relates to the disposal of radioactive waste). subject to the condjtion that 
the weight of all the uranium and thorium contained in all the waste 
falling within this paragraph disposed of in any onc day on or from 
the premises does not, in the aggregate. exceed one hundred grammes. 
and subject also. if lit is solid waste. to the conditions specified in para­
graph (2) of this Article or. if it is liquid waste. 10 the conditions specified 
in paragraph (3). 
(2) The additional conditions subject to which soJ.id waste falling within 
the preceding paragraph is excluded by that paragraph from the provisions 
of section 6 (I) are-
(a) that the waste is disposed of by one of lihe followjng means. that js 
to say-
(i) causing or permitting its removal as refuse by a local authority 
aT their contractors; 
(ii) depositing it. or causing or permitting its removal (by persons 
other ,than a local aut.hority or Lheir contractors) (or deposit. at. 
on or in a t.ip. dump or pit used solely for the deposit of substantial 
quantities of refuse most of which is not radioactive waste: and 
(b) that. where it is disposed of by deposit at. on or in a place referred 
to in sub-paragraph (a) (ii) of this paragraph. the waste is not deposited 
in a part of that place which is a part used solely for the deposit of 
radioaotive waste. 
(3) The additional conditions subject to which liquid radioactive waste 
falling within paragraph (I) of this Article is excluded by that paragraph 
from the provisions of section 6 (1) are-
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(a) Iba! lbe waste is not disposed of on lbe prenllSes; and 
(b) that it is disposed of from the premises by the means or by one of 
the means used for the disposal, from the premi • of liquid waste 
which is not radjoacthe waste. 
(4) When: it is waste which has been received for disposal as refuse by 
:1 local authority or tbeiT contraolO�. solid radioactive waste fanlng within 
paragrapb (1) of lbis Article is hercb) excluded from the prOVISions of 
sectIOn 6 (3) o[ the Act absolulely. 
(5) Where it is waste which ha been received (by persons other than 
a local authority or their contractors) for disposal by deposit al. on or 
in a place referred to in paragraph (2) (a) (ii) of lbis Article. sohd radio­
active waste falling within paragraph (I) of this Artic1e is hereby excluded 
from the provisions of section 6 (3) of the A ct. subject 10 the conditions 
(hat-
(a) it js dIsposed of by deposit at, on or in such a place: and 
(b) it is not deposited U1 a part of any such place which is a part used 
solely for the deposit of radioaotive waste. 
(6) Radioactive waste which. if it were not waste. would be an exempted 
substance in the form of a gas or vapour is hereby excluded from the 
provisions of section 6 (I) of the Act. subject to the conditions that 
(a) it is disposed of by allowing it to escape into the atmosphere: and 
(b) the weight of all the uranium and thodum contained in all the waste 
falling within this paragraph disposed of In any one day on or from 
the premises does not, in  the aggregate, exceed one gramme. 
(7) Radioactive waste falling within plragraph (I) or para.raph (6) 
of this Article is hereby excluded [ram the pr visions of section 7 (I) of 
the Act (which relates to the accumulation of radioactive wa<;te). \ubject 
to the condition [hat it is disposed of as soon as pracllcable. 
St. Andrew's House. 
Edinburgh. 
18th December 1962. 
Mic-huel I\ohk. 
One of Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretari� of Slate. 
EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This Note ;s not part of the order. but is mundt!d In mdlCa't! 
;ts !!entral purport, l 
This order exempts persons conditionally from regl\tration under .. cetlon I 
of the Radioactive Substances Act 1960 In respect of the keeplOg and U\e. 
for specified purposes and in amounts approprtate to laboratory work. of 
.• radioactive m.aterial" within the meaning of section IS (I) of that Act 
consisting of compounds of preparod thorium (defined in the order) and 
of prepared uranium (defined in the order) and anain other Jubnance 
containing. made ftom or arising from a specified use: of uch oompoundJ. 
It also excludes (in some cases condlwonaJly) from sections 6 (I I and (3) 
and 7 (I) of that Act (whIch prohIbit the d"po,,1 and accumula"on of 
radioactive waste without authorisation) c:cnam descriptions of .. radL()l3.C:t.ive 
waste" within the meaning of section 18 (4) of that Act arising directly or 
indirectly [ram the keepjng or use of compounds or sub!.tance\ exempted 
by the order. 
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